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'' 'Vergton of the following letters is preſented to 


FA the public with full confidence that the perform- 
ance will be favourably received by the votaries of re- 
ligion, and the lovers of literature. The trutl xr ie 
letters are of a-moſt intereſting: nature. The firſt was 
addreſſed by ſeveral French Biſnops reſiding in this 

country, to N A er VI. in confinement. in the eon- 
vent of the Carthuſians near Florence; it contains 
che ſtrongeſt expreſſions of eſteem, attachment, and ſym- 
hy, and is certainly a beautiful and a maſtetly. per- 
formance.” It is written with ſpirit, taſte and h wage 
The anſwer of his Holineſs is a compoſition of ſingu= 
lar merit . The choice of topics, the variety and beauty: 
of illuſtration, ' the piety and the elevation of the ſen- 
timents, the force and dignity of the ſtyle, the paternal 
tenderneſs and affection Which it breathes, render this 
epiſtle a performance worthy of the rank, ability and 

fanckity of the illuſtrious Author, and equal to any 


Latin compoſition of the kind, which chriſtian anti- 

quity preſents to our vice. 
In performing my duty as a tranſlator, F have endea- 
voured to comply with the directions of Cicero on 
this ſubject. I count not ſervilely the words and 
ſyllables of my author; I weigh his meaning, and 
force, and labour to transfuſe his ſenſe and ſpirit into 
the language in which I write. Such are my ideas 
concerning the nature of tranſlation z how far I have 
ſucceeded in giving a juſt and pleaſing repreſenta» 
tion of the following letters, the public; will not he- 
en e Ping ron i 1613 © Jha fp gee 


bk; St. Edmund's College, FR 
Old Hall Green, Dec. 14, 1799 | 
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habebat, ſedatà ſemel hac: ingenti, tefpeſtate ;gregibus 
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- Beatiſſime Pater, | bor A 5574 
F Pp primim. hoc. en laete quia 8 nos | 
28 invexit* illa recens everſionum lues tam altaribus 
ipfis quàm ſoliis regum et imperüs infenſiſſima, dilace- 
ratam ſe ſenſit Eccleſia; Gallicana, non ſtetit in ambi- 
$10: quin -protinds-ad eum, cui donatum eft confirmare 
atres3:ſuos,fidenter confugeret. In paterno Veſtræ 
Sanctitatis ſinu curas et angores depoſuimus, cum indu- 
bitark'. ſpe," tot inter dolorum et difficultatum cauſas, 
nobis inde non minds. remedii "_ ſolatii et Jevaminis 
Gena ew Yau rt NT: S118 N "IT r 85 3 2 157 
mibus, quos 
n Beati Petri ſuccefloxes in Galliam miſere, noſtra 
us? Francorum Eccleſia. per ſuam conſtantem. cum ſede 
Apoſtolica commumionem uſque nunc inconcuſſa per- 
manſit; et eo felici nexu, qui? quidem eſt genuinæ Ca- 
| tholice" unitatis'tefſera,* fidei integritatem ſervayit illiba- 
tam. Unde autem ſuum robur, hint etiam ſibi recupe- | 
randz ſalutis non degener expectatio. Pro certg ſcilicet 


——— IEA, 2 


zqu&.ac-paſtoribus calamitosa, ex eodem ututatis centro 
emerſurum eſſe quemdam divine fauſtitatis radium, qui 
non modo ſingula recrearet, ſed ; etiam ampliori virtu⸗ 
tum et honoris luce omnia quæque colluſtraret. 
In; ſpem tanti - beneficii . verſabatur — 
ante oculos noſtros immenſa illa, nec interruptaſ 
| unquam, anteceſſorum veſtrorum ſeries, qui myſtici | 


navigii clavum cum gloria tenucre. Alii quidem 
, 5 | „„ eloquentiiſ 


| enlivened by the proſpect * 
uninterrupte ſeries of © your © predeceſſors, ho 
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I children divided and tom by an execrable ſchiſm, 
the offspring of a deſtructive phrenzy, which directs its 
efforts at once, againſt the altar of the Deity and the 


throne of the monarch, than ſhe haſtened, with conh- i 


dence," to ſolicit his aſſiſtance, who has deen entruſted 


With the taſk of inſpiring his dejected brethren. © Into the 
paternal boſom of your Holineſs did we pour our cares 
and ſolicitude, animated with. the livelieſt : a urance, tha 


„ 


amidſt the ſorrows and perplexities, which we experience 


we. ſhould find a 8 in our diſaſters, and. comfort 
in our diſtreſs,” 5 | 
Founded by thoſe e of the goſpel, whom the 
firſt ſucceſſors of 5 
of France, by her conſtant attachment to the Apoſtolic 1 
See, had remained firm and unſhaken to the period in 
queſtion z 4 and by this fortunate connection, which is the 
genuine: mark of catholicity, ſhe had preſerved unſullied 


eter ſent into Gaul, our Church 


the integrity of faith. Under the preſent circumſtances, 


ious tempeſt, equally. deſtructive to the paſtors and? the 


Hock, ſhould once ſubſide, a ray of Tight would in ſome © 


Propitious hour, dart from the centre of unity, and that 


not only individuals would feel its cheering influence, Bur 
that the diſtinguiſhed luſtre of virtue a$d of honour would 5 


be difluſed over the whole body of the 
Our hopes of enjoying this fi 


ithful. 


have guided with ſo much glory the veſſel of the 


Church. Some "> hag them TP been e 
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"HE Gallican Church had no Li EA obſerved her 


| ſhe had entertained a well grounded hope, that the origi- 
nal ſource of her rength would prove the ultimate cauſe 
of her ſafety. She was well aſſured that, when this fu- 


al benefit were 
at immenſe and 


1 675 


eloquentia et ingenio, alil eruditione, ali ſanctitate et 


fas eſſet ut portæ inferi adversùs eam prævalerent. 
Cum temporibus antiquis Italiam Barbari devaſtarunt, 
et arcem Chriſtiani orbis Romam ſubegere, ſacris ſaltem 
Pontificibus pepercit effera eorum barbaries. Quin ac 
aſpectum magni illius divi Leonis, qui fuit unus ex an- 
teceſſoribus veſtris et veſtrum exemplar, ſtetit Attila ipſe 
venerabundus, et præſente tanti præſulis annosa gravi- 
tate, tota cecidit victoris ferocitas. Quid ergo nobis 
lugendum magis 1 quod de noſtrà Gallià, quæ nuper 
Regem ſuum et Chriſtianiſſimum et Eccleſiæ natu Re. 
rem appellare gloriabatur, eruperint homines, qui, per 
debacchantem impiæ philoſophiæ dementiam, ſubitò eva- 
Terint Gothis et Vandalis ipſis immanitate cradeliores ? | 
Qui fieri potuit ut homines longo religionis aut ſaltem in- 
natz cujuidam humanitatis uſu informati, citiis, quam | 
incultz et hiſpidæ naturi nationes, eum exuerint reve- 
rentiæ ſenſum, quem vi Bland? fibi attrahere videbatur 
venerabilis Paſtor, in quo ſenilis Majeſtas, augufta Frons, 
dignitatis ſplendor, tot pacifice dotes, conſtans et elata 
mens in adverſis, virtutum denique omnium ſacer comi- 
tatus czleſte quoddam et divinum ſpirabant? 
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"of barbarians, an 


Attila 
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N a | Wi : | 
dy their eloquenee and talents; others have been ren- 


to have goyerned Rome with a juſt and lenient hand, to 
Have ruled it by wiſe laws, to have ſecured its attachment 


by | 
Anlient and modern monuments of the arts; like an excel- 


d in its courſe threatens deſtruction even to the 
if the gates of hell were ſuffered i to pre vail | 
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lade luQus, noltes;. inde. e inde cor noſſrum 
e pavitans, ęt aſſidua ad Deminum deprecatio ut mit- 
tat Angelum, ſuum bonüm,; Jui te falrum lacere, folari, 
. comitart velit, ducere acfeducere. 


Sub hae tantà malorum "cotigerle, nobiz tamen, Bea- 
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Wo . cique : radieitüs adhzrere. 7 | 
Alta ſane et .incomprehenſibilia, ſunt judicia Dei, at 
\yeritas ejus manet in æternum. Stabit ergo, Beatiſſime 


tiſſime Pater; ſupereſt” aliquid, quod mirum in modum 


ſublevat animos. In Catholicl doctrinà ratum quippe 


eſt et divinitds ſtatutum Fidem Petri numquam defectu- 
ram eſſe, 1 imd uſque ad finem ſeculorum permanſuram. 
5 Zublimis illa ſummorum Pontificum ſedes et columna ve- 
ritatis procelloſis impiornm hominum affeckibus et gels 
. .rumi.zſtu-poterit- quidem interdum concuti, jactari, 
nunquam funditùs avelli. Ubicumque terrarum 7 


Pontifex, qui canonicà lege Jus et ſedem teneat illius, 


cui à Chriſto Domino dictum eſt: tu et Petrus, er ſuper 


Banc petram ædificabo erelg gam meam : et rurſum: Regavui 


Pro te, ut non  Geficiat fig tua: Ibi et erit idem centrum 
unitatis, quod aſſiduè debeant cxterx Eecleſiæ conſulere, F 


ww, 


ater, tua indefectibilis Cathedra; et tu ex altiffimo illo 


radu, tot inter rerum humanarum viciſſſtudines, eris 


univerſd orbi ſpectaculum ingens, forma gregis, Apoſto- 
- ei vigoris norma, et cuilibet homini | chriſtiang fidei et 
conſtantiæ memorabile ſimul et efficax exem plum. 


85 ; Has. freti ſpe,. hoc. mentis affectu, tuis e fi e 


2 


Apoſtolicam. r enixè rogamus, 3 


REES < 
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con- 


ad venerate, and to which they are cloſely to ad- 


1 and in- 


comprehenſible, but his truth remainetk for ever. Your. 


Fe impreſſed with theſe ſenti-, | 
Rent let ba mew? 
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Venerabilibus Fratribus, &. * erg 

| i SG UT RAKE R 
mann Fratres, Salutem et Apoſtolicam Bene- 

i dictionem. 46 TT e 4 Se et 5 1 
"*Conftantiam Veſtram in Eceleſiæ unitate tuendä, tan- 
tisque in laboribus ob 'Catholicam Fidem perferendis, et 
untperſus terrarum orbis ſuſpexit, et nos, pro paſtorali 
Apoſtolatüs noſtri munere, non uno ſed pluribus pater - 
nz ſollicitudinis noſtre teſtimoniis ſemper confirman- 
dam curavimus.  Nullz fiquidem: litteræ à vobis perye - 
nerunt ad nos, quibus non ita ſemper, reſponderi-juſſeri- 
mus, ut intelligeretis ſimul, et quo loco haberemus 
aàdmirabilem virtutem veſtram, et quanto dolore affice- 
remur ob graviſſimas zrumnas, quibus jactabamini, et 
quam vehementer falari vos atque in virtute Domini 
noftri Jeſu Chriſti” chmfortare atque erigere animos veſ- 
tros ſtuderemus. Quam fignificationem paternæ cari- 
tatis, qua vos © Ezteroſque invictos Dei Confeſſores, 
venerabiles fratres noſtras ſemper complexi ſumus, ſi 
antea dedimus vobis, multo nunc magis ad conſolandos 
et confirmandos animos veſtros dandam cenſemus, cum 
videamus vos magnitudinem ac diuturnitatem ærumna- 
rum veſtrarum oblitos, tanto in mærore metuque verſari 

ropter cas, quibus Deus, per ſummam mifericordiam 
ſuam, ad ſalutem noſtram operandam in nobis, -dignos 
nos habuit. In quo tamen fi de Eccleſiæ periculo in peri- 
culo noſtro timetis, laudamus nos quidem ſollicitudinem 
veſtram; ſed ſimul tribulationis vim, qua preſſi eſtis, 
agnofcimus, quæ facit ut, cum tot Dei promiſſis Eccle- 
ſiam nunqam defecturam, ſemperque in tribulationi- 
bus florentiorem fore ſciatis, vacui tamen metu de 
Allius periculo in diſerimine noſtro eſſe pon poſſitis. Si 
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| ANSWER or THE SOVEREIGN PONTIFF 


To our venerable Brethren, greeting and apoſtolic 
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by which we are ſurrounded. Indeed notwithſtanding 
the promiſes of God, that the Church ſhall never fail, 
and that ſhe ſhall ſhine with more Juſtre in the midſt of 


WF X * 


tribulation, it may eaſily be conceived, that, in our ' 
preſent diſtreſs, you cannot be totally without apprehen- | 
ſion concerning her lot. But if our perſonal. misfortunes 
0 | Sn. - ad 


1 


vero quæ nos ipſi patimur ſollicitos habent vos, propter 
eam ægritudinem, quà animum noſtrum in hoc exilio 
confècto arbitramini, grati nos quidem ſumus caritati in 
nos veſtræ; verumtamen vos cum Apoſtolo obſecramus, 
ne anguſtiemini in nobis, nec deficiatis in tribulationibus 
noſtris; fieri enim non poteſt ut, quamvis tot adverſa | 
feramus, ulla animi ægritudine conficiamur, ſcientes 
nulla alia in re tantam gloria ineſſe, quantam his in la- 
boribus, quibus, Deo ſic permittente, jactati ſumus. 
Neque verò cum gloriam dicimus, eam dicimus, quæ 
eſt illis promiſſa à Deo, qui ab hominibus ejecti, ſpoliati, 
exprobati, malediCti propter nomen Chriſti perſecuti- 
onem patientur, qui, ne capillo quidem capitis 7 725 | p 
dito, copioſam mercedem in cælis poſhdebunt ; neque 
illam, quam eos manere ſeitis quorum vita nunc reputa- 1 
tur inſania et finis fine honore, qui tamen inter fanctoo C 
ſortem habebunt, et inter filios Dei computabuntur; o 
fo tempore, 
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probatur. aurum, fe - homines accepli in fornace te 
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afford you any diſquietude, from an impreſſion that, in 


our exile, we are overwhelmed with affliction, we can- 
not but expreſs our acknowledgments for the tenderneſs 


of your feelings; but we conjure. you with the Apoſtle, 


not to-indulge ſorrow. on our account, nor to loſe cou- 
rage in your ſufferings. For whatever be the preffure of 
the ills, under which we labour, it is not poſſible that 


jecti 


we ſhould yield to de 


/ 


=_ Smptty.” ßßß—ß “ ᷣ 5d maue red 
When we ſpeak of g'orys we mean not that which is 
oſe, who are baniſhed, are de- 


promiſed by God to thoſe d, ar 
| ſpoiled, are loaded with infamy and malediction, and 


| endure. every ſpecies of perſecution for: the name of 
| Chriſt ; who, without loſing a hair of their head, will 


obtain an ample reward in heaven; nor do we allude to 


that glory, Which awaits thoſe. perſons, whoſe: life is. 
| now reputed madneſs, and, whoſe. end is deemed diſho- 


norable, but who will receive their lot with the ſaints, 
and will be. ranked among the children of God: but we. 
ſpeak of that glory, with which we are crowned, by the 
Lord at the preſent time, when, by enduring ſufferings 


and outrages, we are become a ſpectacle to the world, to 
angels and men. For if the hand of the Lord hath. 


ſmitten our head to correct or chaſtiſe us, what, can be 
more glorious than ſuch an affliction? We are indeed 


juſtly puniſhed for our fins; ſtill this chaſtiſement, which 


we experience, furniſhes a proof, that we are beloved 


God, and, however finful, are admitted to the number | 
of his children. Gad, ſays the Apoſtle, . cha/li/es him 
au he loves; he ſcourges every ſon. whom he receives. If + 


3 
DRY * 


by this trial, which God has permitted, gur faith and 
perſeverance are put to the teſt, how much does ſuch, a 
circumſtance redound to our glory] From. this we may, 


e. are not rejected by God, but that we are ac- 
eptable to his Divine Majeſty; for it is written: 
= gold is tried in the fire, ſo are acceptable mem in 
e furnace of humiliation : this is not permitted, in or- 


| tion, when we know that nothing 
| in life is attended with ſo much glory, as the ſufferings 
with which we are aſfailed,. by the permiſſion. of the 


However unworthy, entertain a well-grounded hope, that 
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probatio nofire fidei mult9 prrtigſot auro, quad per ignem pro- 


botur, mnvenatur. 8 ; Frags 3 Joe 3 
Hac cogitatione, Venerabiles Fratres, ita mitifick et 
confolatur et corroborat infirmitatem hanc noſtram Deus, 


ut noſi eas ſolum, quas ferimꝑs, ſed multò etiam ma- 


jores tribulationes perferre deßderemus, dummodo et 
propter juſtitiam et propter Chriſtum eas perferre debe-' 


aus, et tot hiſee laboribus non ad animæ noſtræ interi- 
tum, ſed ad emendationem et probationem noſtram, 


1 as 
- 


Quod ſi non pecyliare noſtrum tantummodo ſed com- 

mune etiam Eceleſiæ bonum conſideremus, deeft ne nobis 
quod ad eas calamitates, non ſolum in omni patientia, 
verum etiam in gaudio et gratiarum actions ſuſtinendas 
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animos noſtros erigamus? Nott it vos eftis, Fratres Vene- 
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que ad hanc, quam miramur, amplitudinem auxerit. 
Scitis fans ut à cruce atque | ſuppliciis initia, A eontu- 
melia gloriam, ab errorum tenebris lucem, ab oppug- 


natione' incrementa, à jacturis, ac cladibus ſtabilitatem 
eam voluerit habere, ut nunquam magis gloriofa ea 
| fuerit, quàm cum minds glorioſam eam efficere homines 
funt conati; nunquam magis ſecura, quam cum vehe- 
mentioribus perſecutionum procellis periculoſids' fuit ab 


inimicts ſuis agitata. Quam ob cauſam Noëmicæ illi 


arcte à ſanctis Latribus comparabatur, quæ ed, ſecuriùs 


fuper naufragantis orbis uncas aſſurgebat, quo furentiori- 


bas imbrium ac ventorum viribus obrui demergique vide- 


batur. Noſtis etiam quemadmodum ea continenter per 


rrecentos annos vexata, facultatum Tapinag, cantumelias, 


carcerem, catenas, exilia, cruces, faminas, 'carnificinas, 


perpeſſa, Pontificum fermè omnium, Epiſcoporum ac 
Martyrum infinitorum ſanguine cruentata, fide, patientla, 


manſuetudine ſui Tyrannorum crudelitatem delaſſaverit, 


fuperſtitionem deleverir, et i mariuſque ad marecrucisglo- 


riam victrix propagaverit, coſdemquereligionisfinesacorbls 
N 2 5 FR D . , ö , terrarum 
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der that they may yield to affliction, but that their faith, 
"With this refleQion, venerable Brethren, the Almighty 


thus tried, may 5 more preciqus than the gald which 


ſo wonderfully, conſoles and ſtrengthens our weakneſs, 
that we deſire to. endure not only our preſent tribulation, 


but far greater, if we may be permitted to fuſſer it for 


WY Cheitt and for the cauſe of juſtice, and undergo this 


painful trial, not to incur the loſs of our ſoul; but for ous 


amendment, like the children whom God does not reject. 


If, befidesthe peculiar advantages, which we perſonally 


derive from adverſity, , we conſider the general intereſt of 


ce church, are we deſtitute of motives which lead us 
| to ſupport theſe calamities with patience, but with joy! 


and 1 hens ?..You have not now to learn from us, 
| venerable 


Brethren, how oppoſite to the ſuggeſtions. of, 
human reaſon, are the deſigns of him, auge chogſer the 
eveat things of the *vorld that he may confound the ſtrong, and 
in what, manner he diſplayed the force of his Almighty 
arm, in eftabliſhing bi e and raiſing it to that 
degree of ſplendor, which excites our admiration. It; 
was his pleaſure, you, know full well, that it, ſhould: 
derive its. beginning from' the croſs and from torments, 


its glory-from ſhame, and its light from the darkneſs of, 


| ſecurely on the waves, that covered the ſhipwrecked ; 


error, its increaſe from oppoſition, its ſtability from 


loffes, from diſaſters: you are- convinced, that it was, 
never more glorious, than when men united their efforts 


To diminiſh its glory; never more ſecure, than when its 
enemies raiſed againſt it the moſt violent Norms of per- 
ſecution. . For this reaſon the Church is compared by 
the holy fathers to the Ark of Noah, which rode more 


world, as it appeared. more in danger of ſinking under 
the violence of the wind, and the fury of the tempeſt. 
You know that the Church, after ſuffering the torments , 


of perſeeutors for three hundred years, after enduring 


the lofs of effects, outrages, priſons, chains, exile, 


eroſſes, fire, tortures, after being tinged with the blood 
of moſt of its Pontiffs, and an infinite number of biſhops 


and other martyrs, exhauſted at laſt the cruelty of its 


tyrants by faith, by patience, by perſeverance, deſtroyed 
the empire of ſuperſtition, triumphantly extended 
from fea to ſea the glory of the croſs, and gave to 
religion no other boundaries but thoſe of the world. 
| NO. V It 
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droſius, neque in gladig ſuo feras expulit Nationes, neque 
certamine bellico turmas fugavit hoſtiles, ſed. manſuetu- 
dine et fide tetras ĩmmicorum poſſedit. Fides enim ſola 
pugnavit, ided tum] hos 'meruit, quia perſecutionibus 0 
non vincitur Eccleſia, d augetur. 5 8 
Quæ primis temporibus ad Eeclefia am auſpicandam 3 
eonſequentibus fubinde | anris, feitis accidiſſe. Nota 
omnibus ſulit ſacrilega illa contra Eecleſiam bella hæreti- 
: corum, notæ execrabiles imanitates,, nota odia impetul- 
Aue, ili acerrimi, quibus ejus unitatem diſſolvere, inte- 
gens violare, majeſtatem minuere acerbiſſimi illi 
\ Hoftes conati ſunt, à quibus profecto, $i ullis hominum 
aut iuferorum dolis ac viribus Ecclefia poſſet exſcindi, 
omnia exitia ei fufſſent metuenda. At'verd quantinam 
parte ſuorum ornamentorum nunc careret Eccleſia, ſi illa 
teterrima bella, illæ acerrimæ contentiones ad eam con- 
vellendam non extitiſſent? Cum etiam ferro, flamma, ; 
vindulis, rapinis, proſeriptionibus, ſuppliciis, cum in 
Catholicos univerſos, tum præcipuè contra Sacerdotium 
ſtevitutn ẽſt, quid tum ? Quid proficere contra Eccleſiam 
ejuſque doctrinam acerbiſſimi hoſtes potuere? Quantum 
Sei ex tot Confeſſorum 'conſtantia Quanta lux ex tot 
Doctorum ſapientià acceſſi Eccleſiæ l tanta nimirum 
quanta nunquam acceſſiſſet, niſi contentiones illæ ad 
eam obſcurandam fuiffent excitatz. Pugnàrunt contra 
Ecclefiam hæretici (verba noſtis Sancti Auguſtini) et 
Eceleſiam quæſtionibus agitaverunt; at aperta ſunt quæ 
latebant, et intellecta eſt voluntas Dei. Multi, qui 
ES cs Scripturas dig oſcere et pertractare, late- 
t in populo, nec afferebant ſolutiones quæſtionum 
difficilium, cum calumniator nullus inſtaret. Num- 
quid de Trinitate . e tractatum eſt, ante quam 
e l Ariani ? N e de pænitentià perfecte 
8 ä ran 


„„ _ | 
Ait is not by the ſword, ſays St. Ambroſe, that the 
Church has ſubdued ſavage nations ; it is not in the fury 
of battle, that it has routed hoſtile ſquadrops,; by 
meekneſs and by faith it has. poſſeſſed. the land of its 
enemies; faith alone engaged in the combat, and obtained 
the palm of victory; for perſecution, far from overcom- 
ing the Church, adds to its increaſe and its ſplendor, 
It has not eſcaped your obſervation, that the ſame 
means, which contributed to the foundation and propa- 
_ gation of the Church, have, in ſubſequent periods, con- 
fiderably tended to the diffuſion of its glory, and the exten 
fion of its ſpiritual empire. No one is unacquainted with 
the ſacrilegious hoſtilities, in which heretics have been 
engaged againſt the Church; no one is ignorant of their 
ſavage and execrable efforts, of their perſevering malice, | 
and the unremitting violence by which they have 
attempted to diſſolve its unity, to violate its integrity, 
and to degrade its majeſty. Had it been poſſible for 
the power of earth or hell to deſtroy the Church, it might 
on theſe occaſions have apprehended a total ruin. How 
many of its beautiful ornaments would never have exiſted 
had theſe dreadful wars, : theſe deſperate attacks never 
have. been made for its deſtruction ?- When the ſword, 
fire, chains, rapine, proſcriptions, tortures, were em- 
ployed againſt the body of Catholics, and particularly 
againſt the. prieſts, what was the reſult ? How far 
did the attempts of implacable. enemies againſt the 
Church and its doctrines meet with ſucceſs ? What glo- 
ry did ſhe derive from the conſtancy of ſo many con- 
feſſors! What an increaſe of light did ſhe receive from 
the wiſdom of her doctors ! Light which never would 
have-blazed, had not attempts been made to obſcure. it. 
 Heretics have fought againſt the Church, ſays St. Auſtin, 
and have diſturbed it by the diſcuſſion of various queſ- | 
tions; but that which was latent, has been made manifeſt, * 
and the will of God has been more generally. underſtood. 
Many, who were able tounderſtand and explain the oracles 
of God, remained concealed in the crowd; no ſolution of 
difficult queſtions was offered, as there was no falſe doc- 
trine to refute. Was the doctrine of the Trinity perfectly - 
diſcuſſed, before the blaſphemies of the Arians were made 
| | D | 


known ? 


( 


tractatum eſt, antequam obſiſterent Novatiani? Sic non er- 
fectè de Baptiſmatẽ tractatum eſt, antequam contradice- 
rent foris poſiti Rebaptiſantes; nec de ipſà unitate Chriſti 


enucleate dicta erant quæ dicta ſynt, niſi poſtquam 


ſeparatio illa urgere cæpit fratres infirmos, ut jam illi 
qui noverant hæc tractare ac diſſolvere, ne perirent 
infirmi ſollicitati ſermonibus et diſputationibus impio- 
rum, ſermonibus et diſputationibus obſcura legis in 
publicum deducerent.. 5 N : i 
Quorſum, Venerabiles Fratres, hzc ad vos ſcribimus ? 
Non certe ut doceamus vos, quorum cum conſtantiam et 


fidgm, tum præcipue ſapientiam ſingularem ſemper 


mirati ſumus; ſed ut rerum tam admirandarum recorda- 
tione cum vos, tum nos metipſos conſolemur, ſimulque 
ut, omni meerore depoſito, ex tot adverſis, quæ patimur, 


ea nobis etiam bona polliceamur, quæ in Eccleſiam ſem- 


per ſunt ex adverſis proſecta; eaque tantò nobis ampliora 
atque uberiora polliceamur, quantò gravior acerbiorque 


tribulatio hæc eſt, quam cæteræ ullæ fuerunt, à quibus 


novimus jactatam olim Eccleſiam fuiſſe ac perturbatam. 
Quanquam verò quid de futuris Eccleſiæ bonis cogita- 
mus, cum jam. præſentibus perfruamur ? Anne verd 
adeò parva aut pauca iſtæc bona ſunt, ut eam jam cogno- 
ſcere nequeamus ? Profectò fi nihil aliud ex hiſce labori. 


bus, quibus premimur, conſecutam jam eſſe Eccleſiam ; 


videremus, nifi quod, in tanto rei Chriſtianæ motu, 
evangelica illa (quæ tandiu ad ejus fecuritatem à bonis 


omnibus deſiderabatur) zizaniorum à tritico, palearum 
à frumento facta fit ſegregatio, niſi quod manifeſti facti 


ſunt ii, qui, cum intrinſecùs eſſent lupi rapaces, induti 
pellibus ovium in Eccleſia latebant, et quas inſidias ei 
aperte non poterant, eas occultè machinabantur, quorum. 
malitia et fraus, nifi hæc ipſa mala accidiſſent, femper inter 
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known ? Had the queſtion on penance been treated in a 
complete manner, when the Novatians commenced their 
| heretical attack? In the ſame manner, the nature of 


4 baptiſm was not perfectly explained before the innovation 


inceſſant labours of impiety. 


of heretics, who reiterated that ſacrament; ſo many 
noble things would never have been faid on the ſubject. 
of the unity. of the Church, had not a ſeparation raiſed _ 
diſquietude in the minds of weak brethren. On ſuch. 
occaſions, thoſe who poſſeſſed abilities to treat theſe 
queſtions, and ſolve the objections of adverſaries, threw 
the greateſt light on the obſcurity of the law both in their 
diſcourſes and writings, in order to obſtruct the fatal and 
For what purpoſe, venerable Brethren, do we tranſ- 
mit to you theſe reflections? We cannot aſſuredly deſign 
to inſtruct you, whoſe faith, conſtancy and ſingular 
wiſdom have frequently been the ſubje& of our admira- 
tion. No. Our view is to refer © to theſe wonderful 
tranſactions for our mutual conſolation, to baniſh all. 
anguiſh to which our ſufferings might naturally give 
birth, and look to thoſe advantages, which the Church 
has never failed to derive from adverſity. . We may reſt 
aſſured, that the effects will be more ample and more 
abundant, as the preſent trial exceeds any, which has 
ever afflicted the Church of Gt. 1 
But why ſhould we confine our attention to future 
bleſſings, when preſent advantages are open to our view? 
Are theſe ſo few in number, ſo inconſiderable, as to eſ- 
cape our obſervation. Indeed if no other advantage had 
| accrued to the Church, from the [diſtreſs by which we 
are ſurrounded, but that of a long wiſhed for ſeparation. ' 
of the tares from the wheat, of the ſtraw from the corn, 
to make uſe of an evangelical illuſtration ;- if we gained 
one point only, that of ſeeing thoſe unmaſked, who under 
the mild and amiable appearance of ſheep, were in 
reality ravenous wolves, and were preparing thoſe ſtrata» 
| gems in ſecreſy, which they were afraid openly to 
avow ; whoſe malice” and whoſe fraud, had not theſe 
calamities ariſen, would have lurked from the face 
of day, to the diſhonour of the Church, and the 
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N 
nos od e Fedlefiz fedandam, moreſque bono- | 
rum depravandos, occulte latuiſſent; 3. parva.. ne Eccleſiæ 
utilitas hæc eſſet putanda? 

Quid verò illud quod ex funeſtiſſimis fructibus ejus, 
quibus ferme univerſus orbis interiit, cognitum eſt tan- 
dem aliquando, quod . (nequicquam vobis et nobis cla- 
mantibus) adhuc ab hominibus cognoſci noluit, quid 
yelit, quo ſpectet, quid propoſitum habeat ſibi peryerſa 
Itla, quæ tam invaleſcit ac dominatur ſapientia, eujus 
ex veneficiis omnes gentes erraverunt, quæ in nomen 
invadens philoſophiæ, non ſe religionis virtutiſque magiſ- 
tram præbet, quod eſſet proprium Chriſtianæ germanæ- 
que fapientiæ, ſed omnis impietatis, licentiz, Aan, 
tis, perfidiæ, libidinis artifex, omnium calamitatum, 
dolorum,, exitiorum parens, ad humana ac divina quæ- 

8 ſubyertenda ſeſe excogitatam eſſe patefacit. Quam 
2 plagam ex bac ipſa noſtri, atque adèo ex hic orbis 
ere univerſi calamitate accepiſſe putanda eſt; cum 
ex Us tantis luctibus, quibus per eam genus humanum 
funeſtatum eſt, atque in dies graviùs funeſtatur, exitioſa 
ejus confiliz innotuerint, et crudeles machinationes ſint 
intellectx:; 
En cur illz iner Eeclefiaſticam. et e poteſtatem 
töt excitatæ diſſentiones, en cur in ſuſpicionem apud 
'> pPotentes vocata Eccleſiæ auctoritas, opes in invidiam, 
— libertas in captivitatem; nimirum ut, Eceleſiæ præſidiis 
generi Human ludtractis, i impietatis tr ophæa in deflagra- 

te” RElipionis cineribus, ſi fieri poilet, ad * 
arbis terrarum univerfi conſtituerentur.. . 

vid quod, dum qui ex noſtris non crant, omni fimu- 
latione depoſita;nvn modo fe 4. nobis ſegregaverunt, ſed 
etiam caracterem beſtiæ in frontibus ſuis preferentes cum 
Agne © pughaverunt, bellumque acerbiſſimum contra 
Eecleſiam geſſerunt; cæteri, quorum nomina ſcripta ſunt 
in libro vitæ, ita ad omnem ſanctitatem exarſerunt, ut 
ne tunc quĩdem, cum temporibus pacatiſſimis uteretur 
Ecclefia, tam aperta in Chriſtianis gregibus religio, 
tam firma | * tam infanamata caritas fuerit un- 
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moſt manifeſt danger of ſpreading corruption; if the 
detection of theſe perſons were theſonly conſequence of 
the preſent diſaſters, would it be an advantage of incon- 
= fiderable moment: e 

= To theſe advantages we may add another of no 'leſs _ 
* conſequence. The bitter fruits, which have almoſt 
WW poiſoned the univerſe, have now ſpread convic- 
tion of a truth, which before, notwithſtanding 
our united remonſtrances, mankind ſeemed unwil- 
= ling to believe. No doubt is now entertained of the 
= deſign, the object, the tendency: of that dereſtable wiſ- 
dom, which ſo. generally prevails, and has ſeduted 
nations into error by its deſtructive principles; which, 
, |& though it aſſumes the name of philoſophy, trains not 
. | men to religion and virtue, an advantage which Chriſti» 


% 


anity alone can beſtow ; but is the melancholy ſource of 
impiety, of licentiouſneſs, of covetouſneſs, of perfidy, of 


Juft ; the wretched parent of all calamities, of all forrows,  - 


1 

; 

l 

ME of all diſaſters, and manifeſtly aroſe for the complete 
a deſtruction of every divine and human bleſſing. What a a 
t deep wound has this unnatural monſter received, in con- 
ſequence of our ſufferings and the er calamities of 


n the univerſe. The diſmal ſorrow, the funeral mourning, 

d in which it has involved mankindy without intermiſſion to 

ly the preſent hour, have brought to light its fatal pro- 

is jects, and expoſed to the face of day its infernal machina- 

N To what purpoſe was diſſenſion ſown between the civil 
and eccleſiaſtical power ? Why was the authority of the 

U- Church rendered ſuſpicious to the rulers of the world? 

ed why was its wealth expoſed to envy, its liberty exchanged 

m to ſervitude? This was plainly the intent, to wreſt from 

ra mankind the ſupport of religion; and by raiſing, if poſſi- 

nt ble, the trophies of impiety on the fmoaking ruins of its 

ut falling edifice, to involve the human race in one common 

ur ruin. In ſpeaking of the advantages of this trial, we may 

io, remark, that thoſe, who were not ours have ſet aſide the 

in- RS maſk of hypocriſy, have ſeparated themſelves from us, and 

am bearing the character of the beaſt on their foreheads, have 


== fought againſt the Lamb, and waged a cruel war with the 

Church. Others, whoſe names are written in the book of 
| life, have been inflamed with ſuch ardour for virtue and 
ſanctity, that, at the moſt peaceful periods, ſuch ftrong 
attachment to religion in the people, ſuch firm faith, ſuch _ 
| ardent charity were never obſerved. It affords us the 

| Cn: | . 
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quam perſpecta. Quod cum de gregibus Galliz univerſis, 


tum etiam de cæteris ac præcipuè de Romano noſtro non 
fine magna animi Jucunditate audimus; qui, ut 8. Joan- 
nes Chryſoſtomus i in primis illis temporibus meminit acgi- 
diſſe, etiam ſi paſtoribus ſuis ſpoliati fuerint, tamen ob 
eam dem, qua-ſe probaverunt Eccleſiæ, Deo in cuſto- 
diam ipſorum vigilante, carere paſtoribus ſuis nullo modo 
ſunt viſi. Verſutus Diabolus atque ad ſtruendas aptus 
inſidias exiſtimabat, ſi paſtores ſuſtuliſſet, ovilia ſe facilè 
direpturum; ſed qui comprehendit aſtutos in eorum 
aſtutia, oſtendens Eccleſias ſuas non ab hominibus 
gubernari, verùm eos, qui in ipſum credunt, ſemper 1 
ſe regi, id fieri permittebat ut, cum cerneret rectoribus 
ſublatis non tamen Eccleſiam deleri, nec veritatis prædi- 
cationem extingui, ſed potiùs augeri, ex rebus ipſis et 
ipſe et qui ei inſerviebant omnes intelligerent Chriſtianam 
_ diſciplinam non ab hominibus pendere, fed in cælis radl- 
| ces agere, Dee eſſe = Eceleſiam . tueretur. 5 | 


1 125 igitur tam preclaris bonis cum nos del in iplo per- 
ſecutionis ſtu, tantà enm Dei gloria ita auctam videa- 
mus Eccleſiam, de ea quid ſperandum erit cum, 
ſedatis tempeſtatibus, tempus tranquillitatis et mi- 
ferationis advenerit, cum perpurgata ventilabro Dei, 
tribulationis igne probata, tot admirandis veſtris ac 
Venerabilium Fratrum noſtrorum Cardinalium tri- 
umphis nobilitata, fide, conſtantia, ſanctitate tot Epiſ- 
coporum, tot 'ſaerarum Virginum, tot Cænobitarum, 
tot denique Chriſtianorum illuſtrata, Dei gloriam erit 
operatura ? Præſertim cum exercitatione virtutis refri- 
geſcens in mundo caritas Chriſtianorum ita fit per tribu- 
lationem inflammata, philoſophiæ pravitas ex pernicioſis 

ſuis fructibus ita ſit refutata, Religionis ſanctitas ex ad- 
mirandis ſuis virtutibus ita fit illuſtrata, probatorum fides 


eee contentione ita manifeſta Ben CET 
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1 moſt exquiſite - pleaſure, that the numerous: body of | 
faithful in France, and thoſe of Rome have appeared in 


character. They have verified the remark of St. John 


were deprived of their paſtors, the Almighty rewarded 
their faith and their attachment to the. Church, by ſo pe- 
culiar a providence, that they ſeemed never to feel their 


for man, imagined tha by removing the paſtors, he ſhould 

| plunder the fold with eaſe; but he, who takes the crafty 
in their own wiles, has ſhewn that his Church is not go- 
verned by men, but that he watches over thoſe who be- 
lieve in him. On this ground he has permitted the ab- 


might be ſenſible, that ſuch an event deſtroys not the 
Church, nor impedes the progreſs of truth; and that 
they might be convinced, that the-chriſtian religion, de- 
pends not on the efforts of men, but that its origin is di- 
vine, and that God himſelf is the proteCtor of his Church. 
If therefore in the heat of the perſecution we find the 


| hopes may we not entertain, that, when the ſtorm ſhall 
ſubſide, and the days of tranquillity and. mercy arrive, 
this Spouſe of Chriſt, cleanſed, with the fan of God, 
tried by the fire of tribulation, reſplendent with ſo many 
brilliant triumphs both of you and of our venerable bre- 


nicious effects, the ſanity of religion has derived ſplen- 
dor from its admirable virtues, and that the faith of the 
elect has been ſhewn in its combats with hereſy. _ 


Chryſoſtom on the primitive ages, that, when the faithful 


Church adorned with ſo many noble advantages, what 


this trying ſcene, with the greateſt advantage to their 5 


| loſs. The devil, ever crafty and ſkilful in layipg ſnares 


— 


ſence of the paſtors, in order that the devil and his agents 


thren the Cardinals, diſtinguiſhed by the ſanctity of ſo 
many biſhops, eccleſiaſtics, holy. virgins, cenobites, and 
\ Chriſtians of all deſcriptions, will greatly promote the 
honour of the Almighty. This hope is particularly well 
founded, when we conſider that the charity of Chriflians, | 
which becomes cold in the world, has been conſiderably 
inflamed in theſe trying ſcenes, that the pravity of the 
modern philoſophy has been amply expoſed by its per- 


n 
_. Hee igitur miſcrationis ac pacis tempora, Venerabiles 
Fratres, in omni fide, ſpe et humilitate cordis noſtri 
.  orantes fine intermiſſione apprecemur Eceleſiæ; et quam- 
vis certiſſimum ſit tantos eam efficere in tribulatione pro- 
ventus, tantis que victoriis augeri, quantis augeri extra 
tribulationem nullo modo poſſet, tamen ne, dum ea for- 
tium ſuorum triumphis lætatur, infirmorum cladibus 
atque exitio contriſtati debeat, qui, cum extra tribula- 
tionem positi, de futuris periculis nihil cogitantes, ſe con- 
tra diaboli aggreſſiones munire noluerint, ac mundo quam 
Deo ſervire maluerint; in tentationis æſtu licentiæ do- 
minantis impetu abrepti, evaneſcentes in cogitationibus 
fſuis defecerunt a Deo, animaſque ſuas projicientes Sata- 
àiàne ſe tradiderunt, rogemus miſericordiarum Deum ut 
pPropter Chriſti filii ſui fanguinem, qui pro omnibus ef- 
fuſus eſt, abbrevientur dies tentationis noſtræ. Nam 
quamvis inveſtigabilibus ſapientiæ ac juſtitiæ Dei consi- 
is, quibus gloriam ſuam operatur, nobis omninò sit ac- 
uieſcendum, tamen inter cætera omnia Ecclesiz vulnera, 
| hc potiſſimum illa ſunt, quæ diu noctuque excruciant 
nos, et ſollicitum habent animum noſtrum, ita ut acer- 
biſſima quzque pati, animam que ipſam noſtram ponere 
parati eſſemus, si per ſanguinem noſtrum tot prævarican- 
dium exitia avertere, tot infirmorum offensionibus jactu- 
risque providere poſſemus. V 
Plura quidem eſſent, quæ ad confirmandos animos veſ- 


7 tros, Venerabiles Fratres, vobis haberemus ſcribenda ; 
ſed præterquam quod modum Epiſtolæ excedere nolumus, 
ea : ſt enim jam ſatis progreſſa; tanta eſt virtus veſtra in 
hac tribulatione perferendà, ut non noſtra à vobis, ſed à 
nobis atque ab omnibus veſtra fidei, conſtantiz ac ſanctita- 
tis exempla sint petenda. Itaque finem faciemus cum 
ſancto Joanne Chryſoſtomo, qui in simili causa cum eſſet, 
et pari tribulatione pro Ecclesia premeretur, iis verbis fi- 
dem et conſtantiam præferentibus 'mzrentem ac pavi- 
tantem gregem ſuum eſt conſolatus; Multi fluctus 
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Let us pray, venerable Brethren, without intermiſſion, 


with faith) with confidence, with humility of heart, and 
beg that theſe times of mercy and peace may be given 


tothe. Church. She, unqueſtionably flouriſhes moſt in 


the. midſt of tribulation, and gains ſuch triumphs, as 


tranquillity would never enſure; yet while ſhe celebrates! 


may be entertained, left ſhe may have to deplore the loſs 
of weak brethren. Placed at a diſtance from tribulation, 


and regardleſs of future dangers, they have refuſed to for-. 


tify themſelves againſt the attacks of Satan, and preferred 


| thecſerviee'of the world; to that off the Lord. Engaged 


in the hurry and danger of trial, and carried away by 


the: violence: of the paſſions, they have loſt, themſelves in 


their: thoughts, abandoned their God, and reſigned | 


their ſpuls-to: the. dominion of the devil. Let us there- 
fore entreat the Father of lights, by the hlood of his ſon. 


Jeſus Chriſt, which was ſhed for us all, that he would 


| beipleaſed to ſhorten the days of our trial. The deſigns 

of wiſdom and juſtice, by which the Almighty promotes 

his on glory, are unqueſtionably inſcrutable, and de- 
mand our acquieſcence. However, among all the wounds, 


which are inflicted on the Church, none afford us ſuch 
ceaſeleſs anxiety and ſolicitude, as that which we here 


deplore: we ſhould ever be ready to endure the moſt 
cruel torments, and lay down our life, if our blood could 
Zavert the ruin of Apoſtates, or prevent the fall of weak 
„ bretwen , I» euro oft 15 2 a « 
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__-Fanight: expatiate more on this ſubject, and ſuggeſt 
farther motives to excite eonſtancy and fortitude. But 
I wiſh not to exceed the limits of a letter, and what 1 
have ſaid is ſufficiently long. Beſides, fuch is the degree 

of virtue, which d ſhewn.on this memorable oc- 

av 


caſion, that you have not to look to us for an example 
of heroiſm, but we and all the faithful are to conſider 
57 as perfect models of faith, ſanctity and firmneſs. 
[| ſhall therefore conlude with a paſſage from St. John 
Chryſoſtom, who, engaged in a ſimilar cauſe, and ſuf- 
fering perſecution for the Church, addreſſed to his 


| timid and dejected flock, the following words fo 
expreſſive of conſtancy and faith. cc Many are the 


« ſtorms 


0 0 


urgent nos graveſque procelle, ſed non timemus ne fub- 
mergamur, nam in petra confiſtimus. » Seriat mate, 
eee diſſolvere nequit: Inſurgant ſtuctus, Jeſu. navis 
um demergere non poſſunt. Quid, quæſo, — | 
nee Miki vivers Cbriſtut eft, et mori lurrum. 
exilum, die mihi? Domini eff terra er plenitugs cju — 
facultatum publicationes? M antulintus: im. buti 
dun, cevtiunggue oft: nos. nibil Bine efferne pole: tervibilia; | 
quæque ujus mundi mihi deſpectui ſunt, et bona nifu 
digna. Non paupertatem timeo, non divi i » 
co, non mortem metuo, non vivere:. opto 
rum veſtrum. Tded 55 ei, — 2 * ü 
caritatem- veſtram ut 
nos ſeparare pcs 4 
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Durum namque tibi ft contra ſtimulum acutum calcis | 
trare; non obtundes ſtimulos,  imS. ſanguine pedes infi⸗- 
cies; 'quandoquidem fluctus non petram diſſolxunt, fed. | 
ipſi in ſpumam diſſolyxuntur. Nihil Eccleſià potentius, 6. 4 
homo: bellum ſolve; ne robur diſſolvas tuum. Ne infos 
ras ele bellum. Sf homini bellum inferas, aut vinces, 
aut fuperaberis ; 3 & Eeclefiam- oppugnas vincere nequis, 
omnibus quippe fortior eſt Deus. Au æmulamur Domi 
num! An fortiores illo ſumus? Deus fixit et firmaxit, 
quis concutere tentaverit ? Non noſti virtutem ejus, 
reſpicit terram et facit eam tremere : imperat, et quæ con- 
cutiebantur firma conſiſtunt. - Si concuſfum orbem fir- 
mavit, multò magis Eceleſiam firmare potexit. Eceleſia 
eſt ipſo cælo fortior. Calum et terra tramſbunt. Quæ 1 
verbal Tues Petrus, et ſuper hanc petram ædiſicabo Eccles . 
fa am nent et r oy” non N cm. 


* 


—_ 


| « not to js, but for your improvement. beer ſpeak 
| | Iituation of affairs; and I conjure: 


« the audac 
te wilt only add to x auit th | 
« ſtrength in the combat. It is hard for thee to kick 
4c againſt the 

ic imbrue thy i 
« rock in pieces, U away into foam. Nothing, 
« O man, is more powerful than the Church ; ceaſe to 


: « wage an impious war, that thy ſtr | 

f ec totally debilitated. Declare not war againſt heaven. If _ 
ec thou art engaged in hoſtilities with a fellow- creature, 

Y ec victory or defeat is the natural conſe 

1 c ſhould the Church be thy enemy, there is no poſſibi- 

a lity of conquering : for God is ſtronger than all. Do 


Know you. not his might? He hoks at the earth, and it 
trembles; he command8, and what was tottering on 
its foundation, remains unſhaken. If he fupports the 
agitated globe, how much more will he ftrengrthen his 
Church ? The Church is ſtronger than heaven. Hea- 
111 ven and earth ſhall paſs away, but my wwords ſhall not paſs, 
To What words? Thou art Peter, and upon this Fock I will 
; build my Church, and the gates of hell ſhall nut prevait” 
| | againſt her.” EL Xx | | Bly 
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| Quod de. novis Fei 5 ſcripliſtis Venera- | 
biles ratres, quibus A 1 7 2 liz ex ornare 
vos pergit, gratiſſimum nobis er eas litteras 
quas ad ſingulos veſtros dari lahr Fin ficavit vobis ſe 
ea lege, qua peregrini omnes lr Anglia exire ju ſunt, 
exemptos vos. velle. Quod teſtimonium honorificentiſſi- 
mum ab Humaniſſime Rege tributum fidei ac ſanctitati 
veſtræ, ſi vobis, qui accep iſtis, + glorioſum ' eſt ; 
quantò illi magi 1 2 quo vobis eſt datum? Quo etiam 
_ vehementids 5 5 ſumus. Cui Regi quidem cum pro 
maximis beneficiis, quæ in vos contulit, eam gratiam, 
quam habemps, referre nullo modo poſſumus; Deum re- 
muneratorem rogamus, ut ipſe pro ſul  largitate referat. 
uod fi impetramus, nihil erit ainplits, quod ad ſummam 
Principis Clementiſſimi ejuſque e univerſi felicitatem 
2 nobis vobiſque optari poſſit. 5 
Valete, Venerabiles Fratres, et clariſfmis exeniplis | 
virtutis veſtræ uni cum c#teris fratribus diſperſis el 
tribulatione poſitis Ecclefiam Dei ornare pergite: ad 
8 Took etiam ſi has litteras noſtras miſeritis, gratiſſimum 
obis erit Eo enim animo ſcripſimus, ut das non 
vos ſoltim, - fed illos etiam confortare et con miele deſide- 
remus. Omnes enim in ſinu gerimus, omnibuſque pacem 
et gaudium à Domino noftro Jeſu Chriſto apprecamur, et 
Apoſtolicam Benedictionem pignus 3 caxitatis 
noſtræ amantiſhime impertimur. | 
Dar. ex Cenob. Cart. eG Florent. 1 0 VNoremb. 
MDCC XC VIII, 
| Pontificatds noſtri anno vigeſimo quarto. 19 
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The information you gave us, relative to the freſh 
marks of benevolence, with which the moſt clement 
King of England ceaſes not to honour you, afforded us 
the moſt heartfelt ſatisfaction. We are peculiarly gra- 

& tified with the letter, which he addreſſed to each of you, 
| allowing an exemption from the operation of the Jaw 


that had been framed againſt foreigners in his dominions. 


If this honourable teſtimony, -which the moſt humane 
of ſovereigns deſigned as a tribute to your faith and con- 
ſtancy, reflects luſtre on you who have received it, how 


lorious is it to him by whom it has been conferred! It 


indeed afforded us. inexpreſſible delight. Unable as we 
are to ſatisfy our feelings of gratitude, in making a due 
return to that excellent Monarch for the favours which 
| he has beſtowed upon you, we carneſtly entreat the 
Almighty to reward him in the moſt munificent manner. 
| Should our prayers be heard, there is nothing farther, 
which we or you can wiſh to complete the felicity of that 
| moſt clement Sovereign and his empire. . 
Farewell, venerable Brethren, and continue, together 
with our brethren in tribulation, to adorn the Church 
with the brighteſt examples of virtue. It will give us the 
greateſt ſatisfaction to hear, that this letter has been 
communicated to them. We wrote for the purpoſe of 
ſuggeſting motives of conſolation both to them and you. 


We bear you all in our boſom, we entreat our Lord Jeſus | 


Chriſt to grant you all peace and joy, and with all the 
affection of our heart, we give you all our Apoſtolical 
Benediction, as the pledge of our paternal love. "at 


Given at the Convent of the Carthuſians near Flo- 
* Fence, on the 1oth Nov. 1798, and the 24th year 
of our Pontificate. | 

(Signed) PIUS. | 
| Iuosærh MaroTT1, 
Latin Secretary to his Holincſs. 
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